
 
TOAST BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE ORDER OF THE HOLY SEPULCRE 

AMBASSADOR LEONARDO VISCONTI DI MODRONE 
AT THE DINNER OFFERED 

BY THE RIGHT HONORABLE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF LONDON 
VINCENT KEAVENY 

IN HONOR OF THE ORDER OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE 
(London , Mansion House, Friday 18th of March 2022) 

 
My Lord Mayor and dear brother in the Order,  

I am deeply honored by your invitation to attend this banquet and by the 
hospitality you have offered me at the Mansion House.  

I interpret this gesture as an honor to the Order of the Holy Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem, to which you belong with the rank of Knight Grand Cross. 

I have lived four years in London as a young Italian diplomat and I am 
aware of the protocol but also of the substantial importance of the position you 
hold. A position to which the legend even attributes the power to prevent the 
Sovereign from entering the city! A charge that starts with a sumptuous 
ceremony, with a procession in an ancient gilded carriage; a charge that 
attributes this splendid palace as a residence, includes solemn robes and 
insignia that refer to ancient millenary traditions. Yet, from the height of this 
office, you  had the sensitivity and delicacy to pay homage to the pontifical 
Order to which you belong, an order that is inspired by the values of Christianity 
and whose purpose, in addition to the spiritual elevation of its members,  is to 
support the Holy Land. 

For this reason all the solemnity of your office, of your residence, of your 
insignia bow before the mystery of the Holy Sepulcher, of that empty tomb 
venerated by us since it is the symbol of the resurrection of Our Lord and 
without the resurrection of Our Lord our Faith would have no sense. 

Our Order is not an honorary one that rewards an acquired merit, such 
as the Order of the Garter or the Order of the Bath. Our Order represents a 
commitment, taken before the altar, to serve the Church in the very important 
aim of keeping alive the Christian presence in the land of Jesus. It is not 
obtained at the end of an honorable career, but at the moment in which we 
choose to start a new life of commitment and charity. 

We are thirty thousand knights and dames, present in every part of the 
world, who, in a totatally voluntary form, are substantially and continuously 
committed to maintaining Catholic institutions in the Holy Land, such as 
parishes, schools, universities and kindergartens, hospitals, homes for the 
elderly and for refugees, trying to help building a peaceful society, inspired by 
dialogue and brotherhood, in the land where our Faith was born, a land today 
troubled by tensions and violence. 



Without our Order and without the generosity of its members, the 
Christian presence in the Holy Land is bound to disappear. Thanks to our Order, 
young people of different faiths grow and study in a fraternal atmosphere, 
elderly and sick people, refugees and poor families find comfort in our 
Institutions. Thanks to our Order , the Word of the Gospel continues to be 
present where it started. 

Therefore, in the name of the Grand Master of the Order, of the Grand 
Magisterium and of all the Knights and Dames over the world, I thank you for 
this wonderful opportunity to meet and I raise my glass to the glory of your 
Sovereign, who has celebrated in these days her seventy years of reign, to the 
prosperity of the City of London, to your personal health and to that of all the 
present. 


